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time. Kannada next branched off into a separate dialect
and Malayalam followed much later as an off-shoot of
Tamil. What applies to the languages applies equally well
to the people, speaking these languages. The Kannada
people, must have lived an almost indistinguishable com-
mon life with the earliest Tamilians for a fairly long period
at a time when the Telugu people were building up a
separate life for themselves under Aryan influence. The
Kannadas separated later from the original stock and
formed an entity of their own. But their previous con-
nection with Tamil was so intimate and deep-rooted that
right from early times till today, the affinity between
Kannada and Tamil has been astonishingly close, both in
point of structure and vocabulary, the affinity deepening
and growing more and more as we move further back in
linguistic history. The exact nature of the proto-Dravidian
language is still a puzzle. We do not know whether it was
mostly old Tamil or a mixture of all the Dravidian
languages. The view has been recently put forward that
Kannada appears to be earlier and purer in respect of
certain sounds and root-wordsl, a view that deserves to
be examined dispassionately and tested by further research.
We have, however, assumed here that there was a
kind of composite proto-Dravidian tongue, which gave rise
to the different Dravidian languages and that on the whole,
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